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29 CFR Subtitle A (7–1–05 Edition) § 3.6 

(g) Any deduction voluntarily au-
thorized by the employee for the mak-
ing of contributions to governmental 
or quasi-governmental agencies, such 
as the American Red Cross. 

(h) Any deduction voluntarily au-
thorized by the employee for the mak-
ing of contributions to Community 
Chests, United Givers Funds, and simi-
lar charitable organizations. 

(i) Any deductions to pay regular 
union initiation fees and membership 
dues, not including fines or special as-
sessments: Provided, however, That a 
collective bargaining agreement be-
tween the contractor or subcontractor 
and representatives of its employees 
provides for such deductions and the 
deductions are not otherwise prohib-
ited by law. 

(j) Any deduction not more than for 
the ‘‘reasonable cost’’ of board, lodg-
ing, or other facilities meeting the re-
quirements of section 3(m) of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938, as amend-
ed, and part 531 of this title. When such 
a deduction is made the additional 
records required under § 516.25(a) of this 
title shall be kept. 

(k) Any deduction for the cost of 
safety equipment of nominal value pur-
chased by the employee as his own 
property for his personal protection in 
his work, such as safety shoes, safety 
glasses, safety gloves, and hard hats, if 
such equipment is not required by law 
to be furnished by the employer, if 
such deduction is not violative of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act or prohibited 
by other law, if the cost on which the 
deduction is based does not exceed the 
actual cost to the employer where the 
equipment is purchased from him and 
does not include any direct or indirect 
monetary return to the employer 
where the equipment is purchased from 
a third person, and if the deduction is 
either 

(1) Voluntarily consented to by the 
employee in writing and in advance of 
the period in which the work is to be 
done and such consent is not a condi-
tion either for the obtaining of employ-
ment or its continuance; or 

(2) Provided for in a bona fide collec-
tive bargaining agreement between the 

contractor or subcontractor and rep-
resentatives of its employees. 

[29 FR 97, Jan. 4, 1964, as amended at 36 FR 
9770, May 28, 1971] 

§ 3.6 Payroll deductions permissible 
with the approval of the Secretary 
of Labor. 

Any contractor or subcontractor may 
apply to the Secretary of Labor for per-
mission to make any deduction not 
permitted under § 3.5. The Secretary 
may grant permission whenever he 
finds that: 

(a) The contractor, subcontractor, or 
any affiliated person does not make a 
profit or benefit directly or indirectly 
from the deduction either in the form 
of a commission, dividend, or other-
wise; 

(b) The deduction is not otherwise 
prohibited by law; 

(c) The deduction is either (1) volun-
tarily consented to by the employee in 
writing and in advance of the period in 
which the work is to be done and such 
consent is not a condition either for 
the obtaining of employment or its 
continuance, or (2) provided for in a 
bona fide collective bargaining agree-
ment between the contractor or sub-
contractor and representatives of its 
employees; and 

(d) The deduction serves the conven-
ience and interest of the employee. 

§ 3.7 Applications for the approval of 
the Secretary of Labor. 

Any application for the making of 
payroll deductions under § 3.6 shall 
comply with the requirements pre-
scribed in the following paragraphs of 
this section: 

(a) The application shall be in writ-
ing and shall be addressed to the Sec-
retary of Labor. 

(b) The application need not identify 
the contract or contracts under which 
the work in question is to be per-
formed. Permission will be given for 
deductions on all current and future 
contracts of the applicant for a period 
of 1 year. A renewal of permission to 
make such payroll deduction will be 
granted upon the submission of an ap-
plication which makes reference to the 
original application, recites the date of 
the Secretary of Labor’s approval of 
such deductions, states affirmatively 
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